Town of Orange

392 US Route 302
Orange, Vermont 05641
orangevt.org

Selectboard Emergency Meeting
September 4, 2026

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 12:44 P.M.

Present: Steve Simpson (SS), Carmella Tucker (CT), Diane Hallenbeck (DH), Jonathan Danchik
(JD)

Present via telephone: Kristin Paya (KP)

2. Discussion and Possible Action: Recreation Field Contract

SS explained that the contract was for the lease, which had come back to the Town for action. He
requested permission to sign on behalf of the Selectboard to renew the lease for 5 years, effective
September 1 of this year, with a yearly renewal requirement after that.

Motion by CT, seconded by KP, for SS to sign the lease on behalf of the Selectboard.

Vote: motion passed unanimously.

3. Discussion and Possible Action: Liquor Licensing

JD discussed a wedding catering permit for September 5, 2026. He explained that it’s for a
wedding taking place in Town on September 5, 2026. The State had sent it to the wrong
municipality for approval in DLL’s online portal. It was redirected to Orange on Monday, August
31. The caterer had paid the appropriate fees and submitted application materials. JD requested
the Selectboard’s permission to approve the request at the local level and route it to the State for
final review. He also asked if the Selectboard would be willing to delegate approval authority to
him moving forward.

Motion by CT, seconded by SS, to approve the liquor license and have JD move it forward
on the DLL portal.

Vote: motion passed unanimously.

Citing the benefits of having some built-in redundancy, CT observed that it would be expedient
for both the Town Clerk and Town Treasurer to be empowered to approve DLL permit
applications routed to the Town. This would allow greater flexibility to venues and caterers, and
prevent the need for additional short-notice meetings in the future.

Motion by CT, seconded by SS, that the Town Clerk and Treasurer both be empowered to
approve liquor/catering license applications on behalf of the Selectboard, with the
understanding that they can loop in the Selectboard if they are not comfortable or
otherwise require additional guidance.

Vote: motion passed unanimously.

4. Discussion and Possible Action: M&T Motor Grader Lease

DH explained that the Town’s attorneys and the bank had discussed the matter and suggested
changes to the working draft of the document. SS said that there were items discovered in early
drafts of the lease that were worded in a way that were not advantageous for the Town, and that
attorneys’ input was helpful.

Motion by SS, seconded by CT, to sign the lease document when returned by the attorneys.
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Motion by CT, seconded by SS, that once attorneys (for both the Town and M&T) agree on
wording that there will not be another meeting to approve; that it is approved but each
member of the board will need to come in on their own time to wet-sign the lease document.
Vote: motion passed unanimously.

S. Other Business

DH brought up a concern raised during a meeting of the Grant Committee, but was cautioned by
CT that a motion and decision could not be made on it during “Other Business.” DH explained
that Granite City Cyber informed her that they will require pre-payment before ordering supplies
for the security camera system. She asked if the Town had already pre-paid Granite City Cyber
for the work they are scheduled to do on Tuesday, September 8, 2026. CT once again cautioned
that a motion and decision could not be made here, that the matter could only be discussed at the
moment, and that the Selectboard would need to vote on it during their next regular meeting. She
asked DH to get an invoice from Granite City Cyber for inclusion in payables during the next
meeting, tentatively scheduled for September 14, 2026. SS also informed the board that he had
gathered information pertaining to the Town garage for consideration during the September 14
meeting.

No action was taken.

6. Adjourn
Motion by CT, seconded by KP, to adjourn.

Vote: Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned 1:02 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Jonathan Danchik
Town Clerk



