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Selectboard Meeting 

September 29, 2026 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 P.M. 

Present: Steve Simpson (SS), Carmella Tucker (CT), Jonathan Danchik (JD), Kevin Wilson, 

Jacob Held, Jim Murphy 

 

2. Agenda Adjustments 

SS explained that he would like to adjust the agenda to include items that were not listed: 

“Warrants & Payroll,” “Update: Audit,” “Approval: Washington SnowFlyers,” “Approval: 

Municipal Planning Grant Adjustment,” and “Approval: Clement Road Access.” 

Motion by SS, seconded by CT, to approve the agenda adjustments as articulated. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. Public Comment (15 minutes) 

SS asked if anyone would like to offer public comment. None were offered. 

No action was taken. 

 

4. Approval: Prior Meeting Minutes 

Motion by CT, seconded by SS, to accept the September 14, September 22, and September 

24 meeting minutes as presented. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

5. Sheriff Candidate Presentation 

CT explained that the Town is considering adding the Orange County Sheriff’s Department to its 

proposed budget for the next year. The Town previously had an agreement to pay for services, 

but had since allowed it to lapse. Deputy Jacob Held delivered an update on recent changes 

within the Department, and what they could do for the Town under a renewed agreement. He 

explained recent hiring trends, improved communication capabilities, and tentative coverage 

hours. CT requested a ballpark estimate on coverage costs. Deputy Held reported that $75 an 

hour is what the Department would need to charge the Town as a starting point just to cover 

operating expenses. He also discussed incident hand-off procedures with the Vermont State 

Police, and the potential for mutual aid arrangements with nearby municipalities. 

No action was taken. 

 

6. Approval: Washington SnowFlyers 

Jim Murphy, a representative from Washington SnowFlyers, requested permission from the Town 

for snowmobile traffic to cross Tucker Road near Route 302. This change, he explained, would 

promote safety due to increased visibility and slower moving traffic. CT said that the Town had 

signage to mark new crossings if needed. SS advised Jim to confer with the Road Foreman. Jim 

also requested permission to establish a crossing on Emery Road intersecting Spencer and 

Richardson. 
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Motion by CT, seconded by SS, to give Washington SnowFlyers the permission to change 

the crossing on Tucker Road, and add an additional crossing at the intersection of Emery, 

Spencer, and Richardson. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

7. Approval: Clement Road Use 

Kevin Wilson asked the Selectboard for permission to ride snowmobiles on Clement Road, and 

clarified that he was making this request on behalf of several residents – not a club. Access to 

specific properties had recently changed, and road access would allow residents to drive 

snowmobiles to other recreation areas, such as the state forest. Kevin explained that residents had 

frequently used Clement Road without permission, but he was hoping to proactively get formal 

approval from the Town. SS affirmed that historically, the Selectboard granted permissions to 

ride on Town roads. The access covered under this request would cover slightly less than two 

miles of road that is mostly class III, with two class IV sections. 

Motion by SS, seconded by CT, to allow snowmobiles to utilize Clement Road to access the 

state forest. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

8. Approval: Warrants & Payroll 

Motion by SS, seconded by CT, to approve the accounts payable warrant. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

Motion by CT, seconded by SS, to accept the 10/2 and 9/25 payroll. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

9. Update: Audit 

CT explained that she and the Town Treasurer were working with auditors to complete the 2023 

audit, which is nearly complete. The 2023 audit should be finalized in October, and 2024 should 

be complete by the end of the year. 2025 and 2026, she explained should be done in time for 

Town Meeting. In preparation for the next year, CT advised that she is calling a budget meeting 

on Tuesday, October 6 at 6:00 PM, and will provide an update during the next regular 

Selectboard meeting on October 12. SS noted that October 12 is a holiday (Columbus 

Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day). 

No action was taken. 

 

10. Approval: Grant Committee Funding Requests 

SS explained that the Grant Committee met the previous Friday, and discussed the Municipal 

Planning Grant (MPG) to help fund updates to the Town garage. Committee member Lee 

Cattaneo (LC) did some research into how other municipalities were able to use MPGs, and 

discovered that it could potentially fund additional efforts, such as design, site selection, 

placement, and layout. Once conferred, MPGs require a 10% match from the municipality – so a 

$20,000 grant would require the Town to pay $2,000 toward whatever project it supports. SS 

explained that the Town would have to apply for the grant now, and would get in 2027 if 

approved. 

Motion by CT, seconded by SS, to allow LC to proceed with applying for the MPG and 

expand the scope of the request, which is due on October 1. 
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Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

SS explained that the Recreation Committee was exploring options to build a 24-foot by 24-foot 

pavilion on the recreation field, and that the Grant Committee was exploring options to fund such 

a project. Committee member Emily Ruff (ER) had worked with the Town Treasurer to prepare 

an application document for Selectboard approval. SS explained that the grant stipulates a 50/50 

match: for a project estimated to cost $30,000, the grant would cover $15,000, with the Town 

providing the remaining $15,000. Applications are currently open, but the Town would not hear 

about a decision until October of 2027. CT explained that she’s comfortable moving forward 

with the application, but only if the matter is brought up during the next Town Meeting. That 

way, residents would be able to provide input. 

Motion by CT, seconded by SS, to apply for the recreation facilities grant, contingent upon 

it being an article that is voted on by itself in Town Meeting. Additionally, SS would sign 

the application document on behalf of the Selectboard because there was only one signature 

space. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

SS directed JD to notify LC that the Selectboard had given approval for him to move forward 

with the MPG. He also told JD to email the signed recreation grant application document to ER 

the following morning. 

 

11. Cutler Corner Road 

SS explained that Patrick Ross had provided five different courses of action for work on Cutler 

Corner Road. Price points varied considerably due to the presence of bedrock, which presents 

complications and is generally more costly to work with. The least expensive option was priced 

at $250,000, and is the one which Patrick Ross recommended. He claimed that it offered a 

favorable balance in terms of overall construction timeline, end-product capacity, and 

compatibility with existing infrastructure. CT asked where funds will come from. SS said that 

FEMA would cover 75-80%, and the State of Vermont would reimburse costs on top of that 

based on the Town’s participation in other initiatives, such as the Better Roads Program. SS 

explained that he has a meeting with FEMA on Thursday to get more information. CT asked if 

the Town would need to fund any portion of the project, and SS explained that the Town could 

potentially be responsible for no more than 10% of total costs. 

Motion by CT, seconded by SS, to move forward with the steel pipe arch project estimated 

at $250,000 for work on Cutler Corner Road. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

12. Update: MERP 

SS explained that there is another meeting to discuss MERP with the contractors on Friday, 

October 2, at 11:00 AM. CT and SS noted the contractors’ progress, and addressed resident 

questions about the overall scope of work. 

No action was taken. 

 

12. Discussion: Meeting Procedures 

SS explained that the Selectboard had received a complaint about parliamentary procedures 

during a previous meeting. The complaint concerned adjustments to the meeting agenda, which 

were not made as a first order of business in the meeting, and referenced 1 VSA § 312(d)(4)(A): 
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“[any] addition to or deletion from the agenda shall be made as the first act of business at the 

meeting.” SS then cited a letter from the Assistant Attorney General, written in response to a 

previous open meeting law complaint made on similar grounds. In his letter, the Assistant 

Attorney General informed the complainant that the Town may add items to a meeting agenda 

during the course of a meeting while still remaining in compliance with state law. SS then 

highlighted 1 VSA § 312(d)(4)(B), which states that “[any] other adjustment to the agenda may 

be made at any time during the meeting.” This, SS explained, means that the Town was not in 

violation of state law; however, the Town was in violation of the Selectboard Rules of Procedure 

– a policy adopted by the Selectboard on May 26, 2026. As currently written, the policy endorses 

the practice of making additions to or deletions from the agenda specifically as the first act of 

business in a meeting. He suggested that the Selectboard revisit the policy during the next 

meeting to approve an update: inclusion of verbiage that more closely matches 1 VSA § 

312(d)(4). In future agendas, SS explained that he would make efforts to place agenda 

adjustments immediately after the call to order. 

No action was taken. 

 

13. Town Clerk Report 

JD provided the following updates: 

▪ Town staff had placed petitions they had received on a table located in the entryway of 

Town Hall. They would remain there until renovations on the Town Clerk’s Office are 

complete, at which point they would return to their usual place. 

▪ Board of Civil Authority (BCA): 

o Kevin Wilson was elected as chairman of the BCA during last week’s meeting. 

o The BCA voted to designate the Town Hall as the polling location for the 

November 3 General Election. 

▪ EMS Contract: 

o The Town of Barre had recently sent a copy of the signed EMS contract. It has 

since been filed. 

▪ Vault access is by appointment only until construction is complete. Town staff placed 

additional signage in the vicinity of Town Hall to better inform the public. 

▪ Public Records Requests: 

o The number of automated requests from out-of-state companies seems to have 

slowed for the moment. 

o JD had received a particularly voluminous request for over eleven years of 

purchasing documents. Awaiting response to a request for clarification. 

o The request for 399 pages of documents which had been briefed at the last several 

meetings was complete as of September 29 on account of sufficient payment. 

▪ Meeting Videos: 

o The Town’s Facebook page was able to connect with Zoom to livestream videos, 

but back-end issues with permissions and settings prevented the Selectboard from 

going live during the current meeting. JD will continue to troubleshoot, and hopes 

to have a functioning livestream during the next Selectboard meeting. 

▪ Town Website: 

o JD updated the Calendar page on the Town website to reflect upcoming meetings 

and link to relevant information. CT noted that the calendar has issues when 

viewed on a mobile device; JD said he would continue to experiment and update 
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it. He stressed that he wants feedback so that it can be a useful tool for residents to 

stay informed. 

o The Department of Justice will require municipal governments to have fully 

ADA-compliant websites by April of 2027 (towns with populations below 5,000 

have an extended deadline of 2028). To avoid potential fines, JD is soliciting 

feedback from experienced web designers regarding accessibility compliance. The 

website will most likely require substantial updates ahead of the deadline. 

▪ Land Records: 

o JD expressed a desire to continue digitizing land records, and noted that the 

Assistant Town Clerk had previously digitized land records going back to 1980. 

Some of the Town’s older records are physically deteriorating, and specialized 

equipment may be necessary to scan them without causing further damage. 

▪ Mail Delivery 

o The drop-box next to the entrance to the Town Clerk’s Office had been removed 

for renovations. This may make it difficult for Town staff to receive ballots and 

tax payments. SS and CT directed JD to explore options for a secure drop box to 

consider during the next Selectboard meeting. 

▪ Dispute 

o JD reported a complaint that the Town Office had recently received, and requested 

Selectboard guidance on how Town staff may or may not respond to disputes over 

the use of private roads. 

 

14. Adjourn 

Motion by CT, seconded by SS, to adjourn. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned 7:54 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jonathan Danchik 

Town Clerk 


