
Orange Rec Committee Minutes – September 1, 2026 

In attendance Betzy, Emily, Davis, Kevin and Janis 

Meeting called to order at 6:39PM 

Janis volunteered to be secretary 

Minutes:   

A motion was made by Emily and seconded by Kevin to approve the minutes from August.  
All voted to approve the minutes.   

Recreation Field: 

The discussion focused on the AARP Community Challenge Grant and necessary business 
to ensure the grant deliverables are met by December 15 deadline.   

*Material quotes and possible sources were shared for the ADA parking spaces, accessible 
trail, benches and signs.   

*The lease and map have been updated by the state and a special Selectboard meeting 
has been called for Friday 9/4 to sign the lease.  It is a five year lease. 

*Janis will meet with Dustin Comstock from Green Mountain Paving on Saturday 9/5 to 
review trail preparation work and discuss possible discounted or donated services.   

*Emily will source quotes from Sunbelt ad Route 2 heavy equipment for backhoe and 
compare to outsourced work for trail preparation.   

*Emily will source quotes from EJ Prescott and RK Miles for geotextile fabric.  Kevin will 
source a quote from Home Depot. 

*The location and requirements for ADA parking spaces were discussed.  Emily will confirm 
final requirements and report back to the committee.   

*Davis will revise the trail route map in accordance with discussion of route and circulate 
to committee members prior to next meeting.   

*Emily presented sign options and will confirm final cost. 

*On a motion made by Emily and seconded by Betzy, Kevin is authorized to direct removal 
of the two buildings, salvaging reasonable material like fencing to be stored at the town 
garage and disposing of remaining items.  All in were favor, Kevin abstained.  



*The crossing of the ditch was discussed.  Hemlock logs were proposed, raised on blocks 
and positioned with drain stone at ends.  Kevin has offered to donate logs and Davis may 
have a source to saw them.   

*A committee meeting will be held on September 15 at 5pm at the Rec Field to vote on the 
final budget and trail map in order to commence improvement work.  

 

Town Forest: 

AJ has negotiated a contract with Emerson logging to conduct winter logging of Ash and 
some removal within the shelterwood stand.  The committee proposes recommendations 
as follows to the Selectboard under a motion made by Emily and seconded by Betzy with 
all members present voting in favor:   

The Town of Orange Recreation Committee recommends the Selectboard ensure that any 
logging contract for the Town Forest is issued in compliance with the Town’s procurement 
policy prior to any contract being awarded or signed; request that the final harvest area and 
stand boundaries be presented to the Recreation Committee with an in-person site review 
prior to cutting in any area not included in the originally presented plan; require that the 
logging contract include specific provisions for minimal impact to the larger forest, 
consistent with the Forest Management Plan’s ecological and recreational goals, including 
but not limited to skid trail routing,  buffer areas, and post-harvest site conditions; and 
affirm the Committee’s support for completing the harvest in a manner consistent with 
these conditions, recognizing the value of removing ash while marketable and the 
operational advantages of winter access and its intent to work collaboratively with the 
County Forester’s office and the Selectboard to accomplish this in a timely manner.   

 

Budget 

Carmella Tucker confirms the budget adjustments have been completed to align the 
existing balance with our understanding of past activity.  We have approximately $7300 in 
our account, with $5000 from the town allocation and $2300 from fundraising activities.   

 

Other business:   

Emily noted there are a few grant opportunities that might align with the Rec Committee’s 
goals, specifically the goal of erecting a pavilion on the rec field property.  The committee 
responded favorably to recommending the grant committee pursue these opportunities. 



Calendar:  9/15/26 meeting to vote on final motions to proceed for AARP grant work and 
10/7/26 for next monthly meeting.   

 

Selection of Moderator:  Davis has volunteered to moderate the September 15 meeting. 

 

On a motion made by Emily and seconded by Janis at 7:42pm, the meeting was adjourned.   

 


