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Board of Civil Authority (BCA) Meeting 

September 24, 2026 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. 

Present: Steve Simpson (SS), Carmella Tucker (CT), Jonathan Danchik (JD), Lee Martenson 

(LM), Tina Otis (TO), Sue Perreault (SP), Kevin Wilson (KW) 

 

2. Moment of silence in memory of Fred Kidder 

The Board took a moment of silence to honor the memory of Fred Kidder, a long-time resident 

and Justice of the Peace. This was the first BCA since he passed on July 20, 2026. 

No action was taken. 

 

3. Decision: selecting a chair pursuant to 17 VSA § 2103(5) 

Citing upcoming elections and the possibility for abatement hearings, JD explained the Board’s 

statutory responsibility to appoint a chair – a position formerly held by Fred Kidder. 

Motion by SS, seconded by LC, to appoint KW as chair of the BCA. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Review: BCA statutory duties and authorities 

JD distributed handouts containing a generalized list of duties and responsibilities for the BCA. 

The Board also discussed quorum requirements to conduct official business. 

No action was taken. 

 

5. Discussion: General Election timeline brief 

JD explained the following timeline: 

• September 5, 2026: the state mails ballots to residents based on the information which is 

current as of that date. 

o (note: the Town is still able to provide ballots to those who register or change 

their address after September 5) 

• September 18, 2026: deadline to mail ballots to residents covered by the Uniformed and 

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA). 

o (note: Orange has no UOCAVA voters) 

• October 10, 2026: deadline to update Primary Election participation data. 

• October 14, 2026: deadline to post election warnings. 

• October 24, 2026: deadline to conduct logic and accuracy tests for the tabulator. 

• October 31, 2026: deadline for the BCA to designate members to deliver ballots if 

requested. 

o Motion by CT, seconded by JD, to have SP and TO as the pair of JPs who 

would conduct in-person ballot delivery if required. 

o Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

• November 2, 2026: deadline to appoint assistant election officials, in the event that any 

are needed. 
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6. Decision: polling location and shift schedule 

JD proposed that the BCA consider re-designating the Town Hall as the polling location. The 

school had previously let the Town use its gym for the Primary, but the parking situation and 

proximity to students present complications during the academic year. 

Motion by KW, seconded by TO, do designate the Town Hall as the polling location. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

 

Following the vote, the Board discussed shift schedules to support polling place operations. 

 

7. Other Business 

No action was taken. 

 

8. Adjourn 

Motion by KW, seconded by SS, to adjourn. 

Vote: motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned 7:23 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jonathan Danchik 

Town Clerk 


